ALMOST, MAINE


PLACE

Various locales in Almost, Maine, a small town in northern Maine that doesn’t quite exist.

TIME

The present.  Everything takes place at nine o’clock on a cold, clear, moonless, slightly surreal Friday night in the middle of the deepest part of a northern Maine winter.

SCENES/CHARACTERS

PROLOGUE

Pete:  Gregg Bonti

Ginette: Alexandra Rappaport

ACT ONE

HER HEART

East:  Tyler Jent
Glory:  Sami Schwaeber
SAD AND GLAD

Jimmy:  Bryan Gannon
Sandrine:  Michelle Pauker

Waitress:  Alexandra Rappaport
THIS HURTS

Steve:  Clay Singer
Marvalyn:  Caroline Rossi

GETTING IT BACK

Lendall:  August Laska
Gayle:  Claire Smith 

ACT TWO
THEY FELL

Randy:  Clay Singer
Chad:  Everett Sussman
WHERE IT WENT

Phil:  Bryan Gannon
Marci:  Jessica Oestreicher
STORY OF HOPE

Hope:  Madeline Seidman
Man:  Jack Bowman
SEEING THE THING
Rhonda:  Rachel Samuels
Dave:  Tyler Jent
EPILOGUE
Pete:  Gregg Bonti
Ginette:  Alexandra Rappaport
From the Author …

Things you should know about Maine and Almost, Maine:

Maine is the easternmost and northernmost stage in the United States.

Maine has 611 miles of international border with Canada, more than any other state except Alaska and Michigan.

Maine is the only state in the country that’s attached to only one other state.

Maine is about the same size as the rest of the New England states combined, with a total area of about 35,400 square miles.  The other New England states (Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island) have a total area of about 36,600 square miles.  Although it comprises almost half of New England’s total land area, Maine contains only 9% of the region’s population.

With 1.3 million residents, Maine is the most sparsely populated state east of the Mississippi River.  It has 40 people per square mile.  (Consider this:  Vermont has 65 people per square mile; Massachusetts has 810; New Jersey: 1,100.)

Maine’s largest city is Portland, pop. 65,000. (Consider this:  Greenwich, CT has 61,000 residents.)  Only Vermont, West Virginia, and Wyoming have smaller “largest cities”.  

Maine’s unorganized territories make up more than half of the state’s total land area.

Maine is more forested than any other state in the country.  It is 90% woods.

Maine has more moose per square mile than any other state.

Maine contains the northern terminus of the Appalachian Trail:  Mt. Katahdin in Central Maine.  

Almost, Maine would be located 120 miles north of Mt. Katahdin, in the heart of Aroostook County.  Aroostook is the largest county east of the Mississippi River, with a land area of 6,700 square miles. Aroostook County is considerably larger than Connecticut (4,800 sq. mi.) and Rhode Island (1,045 sq. mi.) put together.

Aroostook County’s population is about 72,000, making it one of the most sparsely populated counties east of the Mississippi.  (Connecticut and Rhode Island’s combined population is 4.5 million.) Aroostook has about 11 people per square mile, making it about as densely populated as the Dakotas.  

Population:  probably about 300.

Median annual household income:  probably about $25,000.00

Hours of daylight in mid-January:  about 9

Average January temperature: 9 degrees Fahrenheit.

Average annual snowfall: 115 inches (Appropriate, then, that - as of this printing – one of Maine’s Senators is Olympia, Snowe. Senator Snowe.  For real. 

Thank you for reading.  Thank you for dong my play.  Thanks for believing in a place like Almost, Maine!

~ John Cariani
